The objective of the UAE Insect Project was to try and obtain as complete an inventory as possible of the terrestrial and aquatic arthropods occurring in the UAE. In 2005, van Harten as part of his preparation for this book, found only 830 species of insect recorded for the UAE.
The Histeridae, commonly known as clown beetles or hister beetles, had not been previously reported from the UAE so all those recorded were new to the country. 28 species were collected of which several are new to the Arabian Peninsula and three species and one subspecies appear to be new to science.
More commonly described species, for example, the Elanteridae or click beetles still had many gaps to be filled. Until 2005 there were only 5 species known for the UAE. Following the study, 23 species were described of which 18 were new to the UAE (although in the text only 17 were stated).
Another example would be from the family Coccinellidae (ladybird-beetles) where up until the study only 3 species were recorded in the UAE. Following this publication another 22 species were identified and 21 of these were new to the UAE.
Interestingly
Rücker (Latridiidae) suggests that the fact that there were 4 genera and 12 species of the Latridiidae which are mycetophagus species is remarkable due to the dry nature of this country. Contrary to that, the Chrysomelidae leaf beetles were noticeable by the fact that there were recorded in low numbers. It was suggested that this could be due to the collection methods adopted. As a result of the Insect Survey six species and one sub species of this family were identified.
Altogether this is a very valuable book for any entomologist in the region. A total of 570 species are reported in this volume. We look forward to forthcoming volumes which will deal with the remaining families. 
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